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Audience Awards Inaugural Film Festival 

WRAP REPORT 
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About Us 
Audience Awards began as a digital film challenge 

platform, connecting filmmakers with opportunity and 

support, yet has become so much more. 

With an international filmmaker collective and a community of 150,000, Audience Awards Film Festival gives this significant online 

community and prestigious filmmaker collective the chance to finally meet face-to-face.  

 

We have always celebrated diverse, emerging storytellers by providing a global platform for their voices to be heard. Our inaugural 

AudFest in LA honored and elevated the stories of new filmmakers and of the venerated industry leaders who carved the path for them.  
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AudFEST 

Overview 
AUDIENCE: 
Emerging and established independent filmmakers, along with 
experts in branded content, production, crowdfunding, Super 8 
film, writing and more 
 
Format: 
Screenings, panels and networking for Audience Awards’ 
significant online community, giving over $100,000 in prizes 
and honoring leaders in the film industry 
 

WHERE AND WHEN: 
North Hollywood, CA  |  April 6-9, 2017  |  El Portal 
Laemmle NoHo, The Federal Bar, 
The Art Institute of California: Hollywood 

OVER 

ATTENDEES 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

IMPRESSIONS 

Panelists, moderators 
and mentors 

Films 
screened 

Honorees Industry 
Jurists 
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2,600 1.2M 

47 170 4 40 46 
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AUDFEST 2017 

Highlights 
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Introducing our filmmakers to the  
film industry’s best and brightest 

Paz Lenchantin scores her Super 8  
film The Spider Lady live 

Life-changing Women’s Film Challenge Mentorship 
Roundtables 

Awards Brunch where we gave our  
filmmakers over $100,000 in prizes 
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Panels 
Brands represented by panelists 

 

Social Impact Through Filmmaking 

Inside the Writers’ Room with Story Editors from “Empire” 

Crowdfunding to Build  
Independence, Seed & Spark 
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Panels 
Brands represented by panelists 

 

Opportunities in Branded Content 

Secrets to Successful Production 

Talking Festival Strategy  
with the Experts 
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Focusing on the Lens with Fearless Film School and Zeiss Cameras 

The Power of Super 8 Film - Insider Tips with Pro8mm 

Step Into the Future with ChromaColor 

Workshops 

Do a Shot with Pro8mm  
Hands-On Film Workshop 
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AUDFEST 2017 

WOMEN’S FILM 
CHALLENGE 
ROUNDTABLE 
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WOMEN’S FILM 
CHALLENGE 

# F e m a l e L e n s  W R I T E  H E R E  
S O M E T H I N G  

influencing our emerging female 
filmmakers.  

11 

r o u n d t a b l e s  

Roberta Munroe,  
Director 

Hillary Jones,  
Smith Global Media 

Sarah Finn, 
Casting Director 

Darrien Gipson, 
SAGIndie 

Poppy Hanks, 
SVP MACRO 

Moira Griffin, 
Sundance 

Lynnette Ramirez, 
Creator 

Debbie Liebling, 
TV Producer 

Orly Ravid, 
Ent Atty 

Emily Best,  
CEO Seed & Spark 

Deniese Davis, 
 COO Color Creative 

M e n t o r s  
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Industry leaders mentored our emerging female filmmakers from our Women’s Film Challenge.  
Resulting in connections and advancement of our filmmakers’ careers.



Montana Hall 

Winners 
WOMEN’S FILM CHALLENGE 

Grand Jury Prize 
La Madre Buena, The Good Mother by Sarah Clift 

Honorable Mention 
Our Voices are Rarely Heard by Cali Bondad 
Audience Award 
Monster by Montana Hall 
Good Docs Mentorship Award 
Property by Allison Otto 
Documentors Award 
Today will be our last Day on the Streets by Elise Tyler 
Tangerine Entertainment Juice Award 
La Madre Buena, The good Mother by Sarah Clift 
POV Documentary Award 
Our Voices are Rarely Heard by Cali Bondad 
Kodak Vision Award 
Mr. Man by Haven Nutt 
Pro8MM Vision Award 
Mr. Man by Haven Nutt 
ChoromaColor Award 
Our Voices are Rarely Heard by Cali Bondad 
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Sarah Clift Allison Otto 

Cali Bondad 

Haven Nutt 
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Honorees 
AUDFEST 
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Effie T. Brown  
Received the Trailblazer Award 
Q & A with Franklin Leonard 
The Black List 

Ondi Timoner  
Received the Maverick Award  
Q & A with Anne Thompson, Editor-
at-Large, IndieWire 
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Honorees 
AUDFEST 
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Paz Lenchantin 
of the Pixies  
Received the Avant-Garde Award 
Q & A with Steve Baltin, Film 
Journalist 

Jacques 
Thelemaque  
Received the  Community Impact 
Award, Q & A with Carlos Aguilar, 
Film Journalist 



Winners 
AUDFEST OFFICIAL 
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over  

$150K  
in prizes 

Stani Milev 

Shane and Elizabeth Glander 

Best of Fest 
The Scared One by Romain and Thibault Lafargue 

Best of Fest: Runner Up 
The Girl in the Green Dress by Sara Fletcher 
Pro8mm Prize 
Dead World by Joseph Quiles 
Audience Awards Fusion Doc Challenge 
En Pointe by Matthew Kaplowitz 
 
Project Earth Doc Challenge 
Audience Award Winners: 
1st Place 
Riverland by Michael Paradise 
2nd Place 
The Bulgarian Solution by Stani Milev 
3rd Place 
Filter Feeders by Rory Moon and Amy Zhang 
 
Pro8mm’s One Roll Challenge 
Brewyard Beer Company by Shane Glander 
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AUDFEST 2017 

Impact 
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It’s festivals like these that help us women 
filmmakers break through the set archetypes of 
what ‘directors’ look and sound like. Because 
we’re such a small percentage, this type of 
exposure is so meaningful. But most 
importantly, it’s these opportunities that 
elevate us to make more work. That’s the goal, 
creating more, writing more, sharing more, 
telling these stories that haven’t been told 
from our perspectives, from our lenses. 

I can’t thank you enough for producing such an exceptional 
event … I greatly appreciate all the hard work, time and energy 
that went into such a successful festival. 

CALI BONDAD  
WFC Honorable  Mention, 
ChromaColor Prize,  POV 
Prize 

 
ONDI TIMONER  
Groundbreaking documentarian and recipient 
of the first AudFest Maverick Award 
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I wanted to thank you both so much for such an 
AMAZING, life-changing weekend!! I especially 
loved the women’s film challenge roundtable 
session. I received fantastic and practical advice 
that I’m already starting to implement. 
 

I think the concept of the Audience Awards 
and all the panels and connections you and 
your team provided in LA just last week are 
phenomenal and the support you show for 
burgeoning filmmakers and female ones at 
that is simply brilliant. Thank you so so much 
… It feels like there is so much support going 
forward and I am so excited about the 
opportunity and possibility this can bring. 

Sarah Clift  
WFC Grand Jury Prize, Tangerine 
Entertainment’s Juice Award 

Allison Otto  
GOOD DOCS Award 

Thanks again to everyone at the Audience Fest, I was very happy 
I got to attend and see my film on the big screen.  This was an 
inspiring day and I'll definitely recommend the festival to my 
filmmaker friends :-). 

Joseph Torrez  
Webisodes Filmmaker, Spies 
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AUDFEST 2017 

Social 
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Over 1.2 million  

#AUDFEST 
SOCIAL IMPACT A
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#audfest social impressions  
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MEDIA 
COVERAGE 

#AUDFEST 
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AUDFEST 2017 

Platform 
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Audience Awards’ proprietary voting platform used at AudFest to award Best 
of Fest and Best of Women’s Film Challenge Awards.  

Voting platform 
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3,000 
views and votes of 
aud.link/audfest   
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AUDFEST 2017 

Sponsors 
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Premiere sponsors 
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Wrap up 
Audience Awards Film Festival wrapped Sunday April 9th, 2017, with 
unprecedented success. The awards brunch, held at The Federal Bar 
in North Hollywood, was the culmination of screenings, panels and 
networking for Audience Awards’ online community of filmmakers. 
The festival gave over $100,000 in cash and prizes.  

 
“The thrill of launching this festival can only be surpassed by the honor of highlighting, featuring and encouraging fellow filmmakers. For 
many of our filmmakers, this was the first time they had visited LA. For many of our panelists & sponsors, they loved our authenticity and 
caliber of event and films,” said Audience Awards Founder and CEO Paige Williams. “This is a dream come true.” 
 
From the seed of an idea to the reality of the actual film festival, we brought together exceptional industry professionals with aspiring 
artists. Connections sparked like fireworks the entire four days. We already can’t wait for next year! 
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